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MARGARET RIVER GOURMET ESCAPE 
Statement by Acting Minister for Tourism 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Acting Minister for Tourism) [12.07 pm]: I wish to update the house on the 
Margaret River Gourmet Escape, which will be held this weekend in Western Australia’s spectacular 
Margaret River wine region. In just two years, the Gourmet Escape has delivered significant benefits for 
Western Australia, attracting many international culinary stars, such as Heston Blumenthal, Rick Stein, 
René Redzepi, Sat Bains and Massimo Bottura, and generating global publicity for the state valued at more than 
$9 million. Last year 71 journalists attended from around the world, with the resulting media reaching more than 
50 million people. The event showcases the best of WA’s produce and the Margaret River region through an 
unparalleled line-up of more than 30 international and local food and wine experts. 
The state government sponsors the Margaret River Gourmet Escape through Tourism Western Australia’s 
regional events program, which is funded by the royalties for regions program. The Margaret River Gourmet 
Escape is held in a number of locations across the south west, with the main attraction, the Gourmet Village, 
held at the beautiful Leeuwin Estate. This year Heston Blumenthal will bring the head chefs from this  
award-winning United Kingdom restaurants; new events are planned in vineyards and breweries, at the beach, in 
the forest and on the ocean; and the Gourmet Village will be bigger and better, and will include whisky and 
bacon tastings and local produce pavilions. 

Last year the event generated more than 33 000 accommodation room nights and almost $10.5 million in 
economic impact for the region. This is why the state government has entered into an agreement to secure the 
Margaret River Gourmet Escape until at least 2017, paving the way for the festival to become a premier global 
food and wine event. In addition to its significant economic impact, the Gourmet Escape provides broad 
exposure for local producers and trade potential, as well as local employment and training opportunities. 
Significant consultation was undertaken as part of the agreement renewal, with strong levels of support shown by 
industry and advocacy groups in the Margaret River region and, more broadly, across the state. Margaret River 
Gourmet Escape has moved the culinary landscape. No other event in Australia attracts the number of globally 
significant culinary talents. It has achieved critical acclaim, established itself as a leading food and wine festival 
on the world stage, and delivered to Western Australia a significant portion of the culinary spotlight. It has 
become a key tourism asset. The new contract will provide an increase in the number of events and the number 
of headline culinary stars, ensuring the event sustains its growth and establishment as one of the world’s leading 
culinary events. It is the Liberal–National government’s goal to grow the value of tourism in Western Australia 
to $12 billion by 2020. Offering world-class experiences such as the Gourmet Escape plays a big part in 
achieving this goal. 
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